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Our Mission Statement – As joyful followers of Jesus Christ, we
welcome and care for all people. We boldly proclaim the Good
News, share our faith, and love God by serving others.

Our Statement of Welcome – Accepting those who Christ has
already accepted, Kure Memorial Lutheran Church affirms that all
people, regardless of race, national origin, sexual orientation, or
economic status, are unconditionally welcome to our community of
faith and are invited to join us in worship, fellowship, and ministry.

FROM PASTOR DAN
“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came
to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it
rose and have come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:1-2)
Epiphany. The word “Epiphany” means, “to be made
known”. It is celebrated every year on January 6, which is
then followed by the Season of Epiphany that takes us up
to the Sunday of the Transfiguration, which this year is
February 11. The day of Epiphany is the day that we
celebrate the Magi (or Wise Men) traveling from the east
to seek out and worship Jesus, the newborn King! We
really don’t know much about them. We don’t know
where they were from, although historically Magi were
Persian astrologers, which explains their identifying and following “his star” (vs 2).
On each Sunday during the Season of Epiphany, in the Gospel story each week, we read
about Jesus “being made known” in different ways to different people. On the First Sunday
after Epiphany/Baptism of our Lord, we read about how Jesus was “made known” through
the preaching of John the Baptist as well was through God’s voice from heaven revealing him
as God’s son at his baptism (Matthew 3:13-17). On the Second Sunday after Epiphany, Jesus
is “made known” to Andrew and Peter (John 1:29-42). On the Third Sunday after Epiphany,
Jesus is “made known” to his first disciples along the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 4:12-23). On
the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, Jesus is “made known” through his teaching of the
Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12). On the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, Jesus is “made known” as
he reveals himself as the fulfillment of the Old Testament Law of Moses. (Matthew 5:13-20).
On the sixth Sunday after Epiphany, Jesus continues to teach about the restoration of
relationships. (Matthew 5:21-37).
During this Season of Epiphany, as we think about how Jesus was revealed to different people
in different ways through the gospel readings each week, I invite you to think about how Jesus
is revealed to you in different ways and through different people in your life. How is it that
Jesus is made known to you in the various circumstances that you experience? How do you
make known the love, grace, forgiveness and mercy of Jesus in the world around you? It could
be in simple ways or it could be in dramatic ways. Whether it be simple or dramatic, may the
presence of Christ fill your life in powerful ways.
A blessed New Year to all of you!
Surfin' on God's Grace!

Pastor Dan
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FROM ERICA LITTLE,
COORDINATOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
Youth Ministries
Our first Youth Group of the New Year will be Sunday, January 5th from 11:30-1:00!
We will start the morning out with some fun active games, have a discussion together in the
youth room and then eat lunch. We also need to decide where we want to go for our
missions trip this summer, that needs to be decided very soon! So if you want to help make
the decision of where we go, and what we do, please join us! I am also going to put a monthly
schedule together for the remainder of the school year with dates of when we will be doing
service projects and fun day trips! Please be checking your emails for the schedule!
Family Ministries
Thanks to all the families that could come and participate in all our Christmas themed
games, crafts and cookie decorating for our 3rd Advent Celebration!! I had so much fun, and
the children seemed to have a blast as well! Check out the photos below!
Our next family ministries event will be late winter/early spring. I will send out emails,
be posting on the KMLC Children’s Ministry facebook page and post flyers throughout the
fellowship hall and church once we set a date! If any parents have any suggestions as to what
our event theme should be, please give me your ideas!

2

Erica
Please join our facebook groups!!!
KMLC Youth Group Facebook Group Page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/50299013976/

KMLC Children’s Ministry Group Page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/422595784747944/

NEWS BITES
A Huge THANK YOU from Pastor Dan and Chris: THANK YOU so much for the very generous
Christmas gift we received from our congregation on Christmas Eve! We really appreciate all of you and your
thoughtfulness and generosity! You are all amazing!
January Men's Breakfast: Come join us on Saturday, January 18 at 8:30am for a great breakfast, fun
conversation and a meaningful devotion! Pastor Dan will be there at 7:30am to start cooking! So if you have
something you want to bring or anything you want to contribute…please contact Pr. Dan! We would love to
have you come early to help or have coffee and visit! See you on the 18th!
Church "Undecorating" is scheduled for Sunday, January 5 following worship and some fellowship time!
Please join us as we put away the decorations as we enter the season of Epiphany! If you can spend some time
helping to take down and pack everything up and put it away, that would be super! Thanks so much!
Annual Meeting…Part 2! Will be held on January 19, immediately following worship. At this meeting we
will be approving the annual reports.
After a couple weeks off for Christmas and New Year's, our Children's Sunday school continues every
Sunday following the Children's Time. The children hear the Bible story in a way they can understand and
discuss it in terms that relate to their lives. They also engage in games, activities and projects that help them
relate to the story. Pass the word. We would love to share that ministry with others! If any of you would like
to assist or teach, let Pr. Dan know!
Costa Rica Mission Team 2020: Our team will begin our trip preparations on Sunday, January 19 at 5pm in
the fellowship hall. We will review lesson 1 in our devotional, "Before You Pack Your Bag; Prepare Your Heart",
as well as doing some group building activities! It will be a great time of strengthening our relationships for
our trip together! It will be an important time together.
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We still have Attractions Books for sale! If you haven't already purchased yours, here is your chance!!
Attractions Books are still for sale for $25 per book, of which Kure Memorial gets $10 of that! All proceeds
will go toward our next trip to Costa Rica in 2020! Please see Pastor Dan after worship or give him a call at
910-619-8979 to get your copy(ies)! You can also stop by the church office to get them! We will complete
sales at the end of January, so be sure to get yours this month!
Don’t miss Wild Wednesdays this month on January 8 and 22! Join us for a meal, a time of study and
conversation as well as activities for children! We will close with an intergenerational activity for everyone to
participate in! Here is a glimpse of what Wild Wednesdays looks like:
5:45-6:15pm Pizza dinner together (we will ask a donation of $3 per person/$10 max per family)
6:15-7pm
Divide into groups:
 children will go for some fun, scientific exploration activities
 parents gather for support, conversation and a devotion
related to parenting
 bible study for adults for anyone who wants to engage in
something more in depth!
7- 7:15pm
We will come back together at the end for a fun activity
together before heading home.
It is an evening that has something for everyone!! If you can only make it for a part of the evening, that’s
great! We would love to have you for whatever portion you can join us for! Mark your calendars for January
8 and 22! Contact Pastor Dan for more information!
2020 Polar Plunge Team KMLC! We hope everyone is getting ready for
the Polar Plunge 2020 which will take place on Saturday, February 15!
The Polar Plunge is the major annual fundraising event for Special
Olympics New Hanover County! This year it will be held in Kure Beach
at the Ocean Front Park near the Kure Beach pier. Our team will take
part in the 1 mile fun walk…or if you are more energetic(!) you can do
the 5K…or you can do the plunge if you want (brrrr!)! The KMLC Polar
Plunge Team is once again made possible through a $1000 contribution
to the Special Olympics New Hanover County, in memory of Melanie
Wetzel, daughter of Becky and Tom Wetzel. Melanie worked with students with autism and this is a great
way to honor Melanie. **This year, we are inviting anyone in the congregation to donate part or all of the typical fee
of participating back to that same memorial fund, which is $30 for those doing the “1mile fun walk/run or 5K” or $50
for those doing the “plunge and walk/run”. That way we will be able to have a team in Melanie’s memory for more years
to come! (Please make your check out to KMLC and write “Polar Plunge” in the memo line!) Also, again this year we
will have a “Team Feed” on Friday evening, February 14! It is a great time to get together before the event
and have a chance to socialize! Please contact Pastor Dan if you are interested in joining the KMLC Team!
So…come on out and join the fun! It is always a very festive occasion! Plus…you will receive a Polar Plunge tshirt! Can’t beat that! Pastor Dan will need your name and t-shirt size by January 31! Also, this year
everyone will need to register online. We will be getting a “code” for our team so you won’t have to pay to
participate. I will pass that along as soon as I get it!
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Epiphany Humor…

Medicare Open Enrollment: Even though the Medicare Open Enrollment period is offically closed for
Medicare Recipients, you may still be able to change your prescription drug plan. Medicare has a new
deadline of January 31st for all persons who lived in a disaster area during 2019. Because of the hurricane
that passed our way in the fall, all New Hanover County residents are eligible for this extension. SHIIP
Counselors are still available to assist you with examining various drug plan. However, you yourself will need
to call Medicare at 1-800-MEDICARE to enroll in a new plan. See Eleanor Lundy or Terry Hambel if you
have any questions.
From the Financial Secretary:
As you read this newsletter, another fiscal year has come to an end. Our December contributions were
awesome. We give thanks to all of you for your generous contributions that kept the mission of Kure
Memorial Lutheran Church alive and vibrant throughout 2019.
-- On January 19th, at Part II of our Congregation meeting, you will receive the full report of our
contributions and expenditures for 2019.
-- Within the next few weeks, we will be sending out the 2019 Contributions Statements showing the separate
funds to which you contributed. This statement is "official" and can be part of your tax filing if needed.
-- Envelope Contribution boxes for 2020 have been distributed. If you have not received your box, check
carton of envelope boxes in the Narthex. Speak to Terry Hambel if you have any envelope questions or
concerns.
-- As we look ahead to implementing our Mission Plan for 2020, we project that we will need $4,368.50 weekly
to support our goals and our Mission Plan activities. Check the bulletin weekly to see how we are doing on
providing the financial backing our programs need.
--To paraphrase Paul's words to the Community at Philippi: We thank our God whenever we think of you,
and every time we pray for all of you, we pray with joy, remembering how you have helped to spread the
Good News from the day you first heard it, right up to the present. We are quite certain that the one who
began this good work in you, will see that it is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. Amen!
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Human Trafficking Awareness Month
National Human Trafficking Awareness Day is observed every year on January 11. This observance
was started in 2011 by Presidential Proclamation of National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention
Month.
In 2011 President Barack Obama issued a Presidential Proclamation, designating each January to be
National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month. The anniversary of this proclamation became
known as National Human Trafficking Awareness Day.
Slavery was officially abolished in the USA by the Thirteenth Amendment in December 1865
however sadly human trafficking is growing at an alarming rate and despite the USA being a first world
country, human trafficking has become a lucrative business for some members of our society.
The victims affected and forced into modern day slavery can be of foreign nationalities or the citizens of the
USA, but they are all subjected to the horrific injustices of human trafficking, including sex trafficking, forced
labor, involuntary servitude, forced marriage and debt bondage.
What can we do?
There are many resources listed, and explained in more detail, on the ELCA advocacy website
(https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Advocacy). Some suggestions:

Call or write to your congressional leaders, urging them to take a strong stand on anti-trafficking and
protection for survivors. To find your elected officials, visit the ELCA Advocacy page.

Support ELCA World Hunger and their work to address the root causes of hunger, which include
poverty, racism, and sexism.

Connect with Cherish All Children, a national Lutheran ministry of prayer, education, relationshipbuilding, and action to prevent child sexual exploitation, a form of human trafficking.

Raise awareness in your community and work with other religious and secular partners to end human
trafficking in your community. Learn more about human trafficking in the ELCA resources.

6

VOLUNTEERING
Sunday Lunch: Join us in this weekly ministry! Give a hand with sandwich preparations during fellowship
hour. Join us as we share the lunches with our neighbors in the Carolina Beach area. Help us “behind the
scenes” by shopping or setting up on Sunday morning before service. Contact Jean Graff 309-339-9272 call,
text, email kjeb415@charter.net, or just talk with me at church!
Coffee hour fellowship: Please sign up to take your turn. The first Sunday of each month is birthday Sunday
when we can celebrate birthdays in that month. Cake and drinks will be available. Sometimes we have
special days, like ice cream sundae Sunday or Pig-pickin Sunday. Other Sundays something crisp, something
salty, something sweet, and drinks is plenty, just a snack, not lunch, as we visit. If you have questions or a
different idea, give me a call--Barbara Vought at 458-4636.
The Help Center of Federal Point’s food pantry is well stocked as we begin 2020. Thank you for your
generous year-long responses and wonderful Christmas food donations.
January needs are as follows:
5 & 12 January: No food. (Please share our thanks.)
19 January....Macaroni and Cheese.
26 January......Soup.
If any questions, please call Anne Hope. Anne Hope & Tim Marvin 910-458-4057
Game Night--each third Thursday in the Fellowship hall Bring your favorite game or just stop on in! The
games begin at 6:30 p.m.!
The KMLC Church Council News
Will meet as usual on the second Monday of the month, January 13 th, 2020 in the fellowship hall.
The Service Team
Will meet in the library on January 14th, 2020 at 2 p.m.
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January Worship Assistants
Date

Assisting Ministers

Readers

Acolytes

Ushers

January 5

Keith Graff

Pat Jones

McKenzie Shadle

Sheila & Thom Girardot

January 12

Mia Shoffner

Minnie Larson

Callie Reitzel

Renee & Lee Reitzel

January 19

Nick Schwenker

Cory Peterman

Sydney Roy

Carlene & Wayne Vandyck

January 26

Sydney Maguire

Chris Keck

Rori DiLiscia

Pat & Mel Jones

Sanctuary Flowers...Sanctuary Lamp...Fellowship Host: These are three very important and meaningful
aspects of our worship and fellowship time each Sunday! Providing a candle for our sanctuary lamp and
flowers for the altar are meaningful ways to add to our worship experience! And providing goodies as a
fellowship host makes for a very special time of fellowship for our faith community! Please see below for
openings we have for the month of January. Please sign up in the fellowship hall, or contact Courtney in the
church office to reserve your week for each! You can also sign up for either of these for the months to
come.
Sanctuary Flowers: To sponsor Sanctuary Flowers, select your Sunday date and occasion and sign up in the
Fellowship Hall. The cost for the floral arrangement is $25. Your celebration will be acknowledged in the
Sunday Bulletin and the flowers are displayed in the sanctuary. Your occasion is celebrated by all and, the
arrangement is yours to take home to enjoy after service!
January 5 – Happy Birthday Gayle, Love Mom
January 12 –
January 19 –
January 26 –
Sanctuary Lamp: Our Sanctuary Lamp burns continually, signifying the unswerving presence of the spirit of
the Lord in our hearts and in our lives. To sponsor the sanctuary lamp, choose your Sunday date and the
loved one or occasion you wish to honor and sign up in the Fellowship Hall. The cost of sponsorship is $5;
an acknowledgement will be made in the Sunday Bulletin.
January 5 – Ann Marie Cooper
January 12 –
January 19 –
January 26 – Susan Shearin / In Loving Memory of Mom and Dad
Fellowship Hosts: Thanks to all of you who continue to make this time together so enjoyable. Many of us
enjoy sharing time and conversation during Fellowship, and don’t stop to think about who does the setting
up, or cleaning up or brings the food we love to eat. We encourage you to consider helping by bringing in a
snack to share. Staying around to help with the cleaning up or coming early to help with the setting up is
always appreciated also. If you would like to help, you can sign up on the bulletin board in the fellowship
hall.
January 5 – Birthday Sunday!
January 12 –
January 19 –
January 26 –
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 REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
HOMEBOUND, HOSPITALIZED, SPECIAL CONCERNS
Kim Workmeister, Barbara Stuart, Teri Massey, Pastor Tom Schutt, Anne Burkauskas, Amanda
Dimauro, Cathy Heglar, Cat Morgan, Nancy Baker, Ellen Prevatte, Ted Prevatte, Sharon Efird, Michael
Hawk, Maxine Jordan, Lisa Lee, Barry Nelder, Emily Barber, Nancy Spaller, Judy Kunf, Bob Stuart, Mina
Piedmont, Betty Swann, Matt Stultz, Joanne Adams, Marge Lucido, Cathleen Applegate, Carol Ochs,
Hannah Dumbrowski, Victoria Sanchez, Aris Mora, Steve Siferd, Janet Kassor, Makayla Halscher, John
Katko, Alison Kohl, Laura Snow, Morgan Smith, Billy Ward, John Walker, Dorinda Grasty, Dave Denne,
Darryl Bloch, Steve Jones, Pam Solstad, Morgan Davison, Belle Hunt, Ann Griffin, Laurie Taylor, Milton
Hill, Tracy Schweyer, Scarlette Stovall.
FRIENDS & FAMILY
Sandy Hunt and Ginny Blauboer (Buckley), Tracy McKay, Tom Grady, Pat Hankin (Hambel), Paul
Piedmont (Piedmont), Kristi Johnson, Cyndie Heath, Jami Harris, Jac Schlagle, Lexi Westfall (Hitchcock),
Senka Gambino, Jean Behanna, Rick & Sharon Ellis (Lundy), Claire Houston, Tammy V., Dave Stultz,
Terry Ford & Carl Ford (Rehder), Arlo Bond (Jordan), Joey (Palamara), Pat Addington (Hearne), Julian,
Jason & baby Jackson (Full), Mary Adobato (Vecchio), Megan Manley (Cox), Beverly Lynn (Kure), Richard
White (Prevatte), Arden Buckley & Erin O’Brien (Buckley), Brad Cook & Hugh Brady (Shearin), Kari
Craig, (Palamara), Bridges family (Lundy), Larry Gilbert (Wrenn), Kat Pycior (Stephanos), Anne C. (Keck),
Susan Cairns (Keck), Zoe Walters (Boone).

Please pray for the caregivers as they care for those who are ill.
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE MISSIONS OF OUR CHURCH
Federal Point Help Center / Coupons to Service men’s families / KMLC Preschool / Girl Scout Troops
#867, #901 and #155 / Good Shepherd (food & supplies) / Trinity Grove / KMLC Youth Group / Katie B
Hines Senior Center lunch program / The Lutheran Church of Costa Rica/ Casa Abierta-La Carpio /
Seamen’s Center
MEMBERS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS SERVING IN MISSIONS

Nathan Overton – ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission, Hungary.
STUDENTS ATTENDING COLLEGE / SEMINARY
Emily Graff-Luther Seminary / Tommy Ullring-CFCC / Katelyn Copenhaver-Santa Fe College / Jade DenneNC State / Jordan Pivik-ECU / Rachel Pivik-ECU / Katie Elkin-Duke Divinity School / Andro Keck- CFCC
/ Vegas Vecchio- University of Washington, Seattle / Heather Keck- Medical University of South Carolina /
Mackenzie Clark-Hood College, Maryland.
MILITARY PERSONNEL SERVING
Col Wayne Lett in Frankfort, Germany; John Brandon in Wayton, Utah; Steven Blum at Fort Bragg;
Christopher Bennett in San Diego, CA; Marley Von Cannon at a Naval Base in Walton County Florida;
Brandon Muehl at Ft. Benning, GA; Jacob Clinton at Fort Geiger, NC; Thomas Stafford at Ft. Benning, GA.
COSTA RICA MICRO LOAN RECIPIENTS
Rosa Marin, Aida Marin, Raquel Marin: Village of Guatuso / Zoraida Hernandez, Raul Perez: Village of
Quitirrisi / Ana Yensi Rivera: La Carpi / Alexa Araya: San Jose.
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CARDS GIVING THANKS!
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KMLC Preschool Christmas Program
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KMLC STAFF
Pastor:
Council President:
Church Office Manager:
Musician & Choir Director:
Coordinator of Youth & Family Ministry

Rev. Dan Keck
Susan Shearin
Courtney Jalloh
Kristin Woodie
Erica Little

COUNCIL MEMBERS FOR 2020
Steve Shuttleworth, Terry Hambel, Dottie Herman, Pat Jones, Eleanor Lundy, Jeanette Nelson,
Peter Yandow, Gayle Palamara and Todd Vought.
COUNCIL OFFICERS
President:
Vice President:
Secretary: Peter Yandow
Treasurer: Eleanor Lundy
Financial Secretary: Terry Hambel
COMMISSION CHAIRS
Worship – Dottie Herman / Kristin Woodie
Resource – Jeanette Nelson
Nurture – TBA
Service – M.J. Shalanski
Discipleship – Barbara Vought
Preschool – Celeste Carpenter
Property – John Katko

COUNCIL LIAISONS
Dottie Herman
Peter Yandow
Pat Jones
Eleanor Lundy
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